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Have you ever done a family tree for one of your classes at 

school?   You might be surprised to know that the idea of family 

trees first came from the Church several hundreds of years ago.  

Churches would make wall paintings or stained glass windows of 

trees with names and events leading up to the birth of Jesus de-

picted on the branches.  They would do this as a way of helping 

people better understand the story of the Bible leading up to Je-

sus.  And they would call these, Jesse Trees.    

So for centuries, families have been using the weeks before 

Christmas to rehearse together the storyline ñthe tragedies, the 

promises, the deep longings, the glimpses of hope ñleading up to 

the coming of Jesus and the true life and hope that He brings into 

the world.    

This week we start in on our own Jesse Tree journey by reading 

Isaiahõs promise of One who would come from the fallen stump 

of Jesse, a shoot that would be armed with the power of Godõs 

Spirit to restore righteousness to Godõs people and peace in His 

beautiful creation.   
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Have you ever tried jumping in to a movie or tv show that your 

brother or sister started without you?  Theyõre halfway through it, 

and youõre trying to make sense of it, wondering who the char-

acters are, how they know each other, why one of them seems 

to be running for their life or is really excited about news theyõve 

just heard.  You ask questions, but your sister just says, òShhhh!ó   

Thatõs sorta what its like trying to understand the storyline of the 

Bible without reading the opening scenes.  Its here in the begin-

ning that weõre introduced to the main charactersñthe gracious 

Builder and Life -giver, the servants called to fill up and care for 

their wonderful new home, the creatures and lights and plants 

that make this home the perfect place to live and worship.   Its 

here in the beginning that we get a glimpse of the way things 

were always supposed to be...and the way things will one day be 

again!  When we talk about Christian hope, this is essentially the 

picture of what we are hoping and waiting for.  The coming of 

the king, the birth of Jesus, and His future return is all so exciting 

because He not only solved the problem of our sinfulness, but 

started the project of reclaiming and restoring our beautiful 

home...a project He fully intends to complete!  Thatõs why Christ-

mas is a time for lighting up the darkness, singing carols of great 

anticipation, growing in our ability to wait faithfully, and tasting 

some of the joy that will one day be our  unending experience in 

the beauty of creation and relationships restored!   

FK%EV%% 

- Spend some time imagining together what it would have been 

like to enjoy the world in its original goodness.   What would you 

most have enjoyed?  What do you look forward to most?   

UCMG KU HVTUJGTǲ bibleproject.com/explore/heaven -earth/  

https://bibleproject.com/explore/heaven-earth/
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How could they have ever doubted that God only wanted the 

best for them?  How could they possibly think that God was being 

selfish or unfair after providing them their perfect home, caring for 

their every need, showering them with blessing upon blessing? 

How could they not love Him back enough and throw that lying 

snake out of the garden...let alone keep their hands off the tree 

God asked them to avoid?   

But thatõs what happened.  Adam and Even listened to the snake 

when he questioned Godõs goodness and lied about His charac-

ter.  They obeyed his voice instead of their Creatorõs.  They took 

sides with the enemy.  And when they did, the power of evil was 

let loose, and everything they once loved and enjoyed was now 

broken ñ their perfect home, their joy and innocence with one 

another, and their intimacy with God Himself.  And perhaps worst 

of all, that evil now had a place inside their own hearts.  They 

would forever hear the voice of the snake and be tempted to 

listen, tempted to follow him down the paths of sin and death far 

away from the One who had lovingly given them life.   

The only hope now was if that Creator would one day enter into 

the darkness, chase them down the roads of death, and deal 

with the evil they had unleashed...even if it would break Him 

along the way.  Do you think He loved them enough to do that? 

Do you think He loves and cares enough to do that to rescue 

you, you who like Adam and Eve are tempted to doubt Godõs 

goodness, disobey His commands, and side with His enemies?   

Christmas provides a clue.  

FK%EV%% 

- How have you chosen your own desires over Godõs this week?  

How have you been tempted to believe Satanõs lies about Godõs 

goodness and love?   
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It couldnõt be that bad right?  Whatõs the worst that could hap-

pen?  All they did was listen to a talking snake and eat a piece of 

fruit.   But actually, if you were to read all the passages between 

Genesis 3 and Genesis 6, youõd find that that sin was pretty dev-

astating.  After Adam and Eve were cast out of the garden, 

chapter 4 tells the story of a manõs jealousy that led him to mur-

der his own brother.  Chapter 6 tells of strange and perverse sexu-

al sin.  And by the time we come to todayõs passage, we read 

that the earth was filled with violence and that every intention of 

men and womenõs hearts was only evil all the time (6:5).  Just like 

if you open a window on a winterõs day you allow the cold air to 

fill the room, when evil is allowed in and given a place inside cre-

a tion, it fills the a ir, c onsumes the hea rts of men a nd  women, and  

wreaks complete havoc throughout creation.   

And instead of allowing His creation to remain in that state of per-

petual violence and evil, God steps in and with a heavy and sad 

heart judges the people and the world He had made.  He sends 

the flood to wipe the earth of sinful hearts and lives.  And...at the 

end, he makes  a promise never to do it again.  We catch a 

glimpse in this story of Godõs resolve to deal with the problem of 

sin, to not allow sin to forever destroy His good creation.  And we 

also get the promise, that even if sin were to wreak its havoc yet 

again, God would find another way to intervene and stop it.   

FK%EV%% 

- What does this passage teach us about the problem of sin?  

What does it teach us about Godõs right judgement?  How does 

it point us to the cross of Jesus?   

- How does this passage challenge or convict you?   




